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Class Is in Session!
. . . A message from MJCRSP President Charles Jehlen 

M y high school and university government teachers stressed all 
politics is local.  That maxim will soon be put to the test.  As the 

dust settles from the November election, TRTA is preparing its advocacy 
program for the Texas Legislature.  State Legislative Chair Nancy Byler 
gave us an idea of what is on Texas' political horizon during our November 
MJCRSP online meeting.  Our state leaders are already looking at ways to cut costs in a pandemic 
economy.  

I  encourage you to go to the Texas Legislature's website capitol.texas.gov (no www)  and create an 
account.  This will allow you to track legislation as it progresses through the 87th Legislature.  First 

on my bill watch list is HB 430, with the heading "Related to the termination of the Texas Public School 
Employees Group Insurance Program for retirees." Number seven on our Top Ten Reasons Why TRTA 
Retirement Education Is So Important reminds us the Texas Legislature has no continuing obligation to 
provide health insurance for retirees.  As one who has seen oil companies reduce or eliminate 
retirement benefits and insurance to family members, HB 430 feels like a cold hand on my heart.  And I 
fear more cost-cutting measures that affect TRS retirees will be considered during the session. 

While we celebrate having a presumptive Texas House Speaker in our district, we must prepare 
our local advocacy program.  Byler told us the TRTA Rally at the Capitol will be virtual this 

year.  This is the time to email our local state senators and representatives to establish lines of 
communications.  This is the time to recruit new members and renew those whose MJCRSP 
membership has lapsed.  Our local is within shouting distance of our membership goal.  Contact your 
friends this month.  Leave no stone unturned in your preparations.  I intend to be a very squeaky wheel 
in 2021.  Will you join me? 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.mjcrsp.org — See our video scrapbook 
VISIT OUR  FACEBOOK PAGE: www.facebook.com/MJCRSP/ 
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Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 8, 1:30 pm 

Guest Speaker: Nick Lampson, Co-Chief Operating Officer, Riceland 
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Where: via Zoom by invitation only; begin arriving at 1:15. Click the 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84897128429 
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November Highlights 

HELEN’S HEALTHY LIVING TIP: COVID-19 has caused so much change in our world that we 
often feel overwhelmed and depressed; however, we can help ourselves in simple ways.  Take 
stock of your life and decide what you can control and what you cannot by writing these on 
paper and placing an X over the cannot control list; then forget about those items.  Also re-
member that laughter is beneficial at all times, especially now.  An easy way to laugh out loud 
is to watch funny movies that take your mind off current problems in our world.  

NOVEMBER MEETING: Row One: Charlie Jehlen calls the meeting to order; Nancy Byler addresses those present 
and emphasizes the importance of membership in anticipation of the upcoming legislative session; Secretary Donna 
Lumpkin presents the November meeting minutes for adoption; Wanda Borne, treasurer, gives the treasurer’s report; 
Richard Briggs addresses the fact that Representative Dade Phelan will probably be elected the next Speaker of the 
Texas House of Representatives and Linda Briggs reports that Philpott Ford will again donate to the Children’s Book 
Project. Row Two: Lynne James reports that yearbooks have been published, delivered, and posted on the unit 
website; Healthy Living Chair Helen Reynolds gives us tips on how to stay “happy” during the pandemic; Mary Sue 
Carter reports that SAD (seasonal affective disorder) has an effect on our moods and energy level; Linda Fong tells 
members about those who are struggling with health and post-hurricane problems; Volunteer Chair Beulah Thompson 
reminds members to meet the December 31 deadline to tally volunteer hours since the pandemic has severely limited 
volunteer opportunities in 2020. Row Three: Dana Wasser listens carefully to Nancy Byler’s remarks about the 
upcoming legislative session; Becky Dungan is in deep thought as she too listens to Nancy report that visitors will 
probably not be allowed in the state capitol in April; Candye Martin again Zooms in from Home; and Gail Krohn 
provides the membership report sans camera! 

IMPORTANT INITIATIVES ON HORIZON: Retirement Education Chair Lynne James reports that clearance has been 
given by NISD Superintendent Stuart Kieschnick to contact faculty members through school mail about the upcoming 
MJCRSP Retirement Education Presentations and that she will visit with PNGISD administration the day after the 
November meeting. MJCRSP President Charlie Jehlen has obtained permission from PNGISD Superintendent Mike 
Gonzales to send TRTA recruitment emails to PNGISD faculty. Nice to see the local districts are working with us to 
increase our membership and are supporting our efforts to protect retiree benefits. 


