
Mid-Jefferson County Retired School Personnel Minutes 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020 

 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the business meeting of the Mid-Jefferson County Retired School 
Personnel was held virtually on Tuesday, April 14, 2020.  The meeting was called to order by 
President Lynne James.  Members each said their own invocation and pledges of allegiance.  The 
minutes of the March 10, 2020, meeting were emailed to a few members for approval with final 
copies emailed to the rest of the membership.  Treasurer Loretta Morman reported that as of March 
31, 2020, the total balance on hand was $10,664.63 (which includes scholarship money). The report 
was filed for audit. 
 

Committee Reports 
Membership – Chair Linda Harrison reported that our current total membership is 109.  The 
membership contest ended with Carolyn Stracener’s name being drawn as the winner. She has the 
choice of having her $45 dues being refunded or applied to next year’s dues.   
Volunteer Services – Chair Beulah Thompson shared that due to COVID-19, routines have been 
drastically disrupted and members will have to evaluate how many hours have been accomplished.  
Beulah reminded the membership to count hours spent making masks for friends and others; 
delivering food, medicine, groceries or cooking for someone, and all other volunteer activities.   
Memorials/Get-Well – Chair Linda Fong reported deaths since our March meeting: Aubrey Felder, 
former member of TRTA and MJCRSP; Belva Charles, widow of Harry Charles; Charles Carrier, 
husband of recent member Mary Ann Carrier; and Kenneth Suiter, husband of member Coleta Suiter. 
Healthy Living – Chair Helen Reynolds shared that we all need to continue doing what we have 
been doing to stop the spread of COVID-19: wash hands often and thoroughly, avoid touching 
anything on your face, cover coughs and sneezes with the inside of your elbow, keep a 6-foot space 
between yourself and others, and practice social distancing by staying home.  In addition, face masks 
are needed when you are anywhere but home.  If you do not have a mask, one can easily be made 
wearing a bandana or large cloth napkin and 2 rubber bands. Instructions can be found on YouTube.  
Programs – Because of the daunting task of Program Chair in providing ideas and securing speakers 
for each month, it has been suggested that committee chairs provide potential speakers for his/her 
committee’s focus. 
Scholarship – Chair Lynne James shared that forty scholarship applications were received and the 
applicants were eventually narrowed down by Easter to one from Port Neches-Groves High School 
and one from Nederland High School.  The winners will be notified shortly since their original awards 
ceremonies will be likely postponed. The winners are:  Jake Plante from PNG and Savannah Moore 
from Nederland.  Their mini-bios will be on our website in the coming days. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
None 
 
New Business:   
     April 17th TRS Board Meeting 

• Announcement of this meeting was included in the emailed agenda. Links were provided to 
view the broadcast. 

2020 State Convention 
     Although the state convention was cancelled, several milestones were achieved in 2019-2020  
     membership year: 

• TRTA reached its highest membership ever in 2019 with 98,111 members. TRTA continues to 
pursue the 100,000-member goal. 



 
 

• In 2019, TRTA local units gave out 318 scholarships and/or grants for a total monetary value 
of $254,964. 

• In 2019, 167,868 books were distributed as part of the Children’s Book Project and the 
Student to Student Book Program. 

• In 2019, TRTA members contributed 6,140,140 hours of community service, valued at 
$156,143,760. 

Day at the Capitol, April 7, 2021 
Because there will be no 2021 State Convention per change in TRTA bylaws (limiting state 
conventions to even-numbered years only and in odd-numbered years just a day at the capitol 
during the legislative session), we will not have to pay to send delegates to convention and will 
have an excess of $2500 in the 2020-2021 budget.  Considering this, President James has 
explored the idea of using that money to charter a bus to transport members to Austin who would 
not have had the opportunity to go to a state convention and meet with legislators, attend 
sessions of the Texas House and/or Senate, and show legislators our support for TRTA goals with 
our presence. (See emailed agenda for details.)  Members are encouraged to express their 
opinions on this proposal. 

 
 

Announcements 
• Newsletter deadline: Submissions by ??/??/20; assembly on ??/??/20, TBA 
• May 12 Meeting:  

• Time:  1:30  
• Place: ??? 
• Program:  Speaker ??? 
 
 
Donna Lumpkin, Recording Secretary                         Lynne James, President  
 
 
___________________________________                ______________________________________ 


