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 Next meeting: 1:30 PM, December 8, at Ritter Senior Center, 914 Boston Avenue, 
Nederland.  

 Program: The Harmony Exporters will provide a musical program. 

 Hostesses: All members will provide Christmas edibles; hostess committee (Rosalie 
Reese, Chairman; Becky Dungan; Linda Fong; Linda Briggs; and Patsy Bartels) will provide 
decorations and refreshments. Leftover goodies will be delivered to MCT and Hebert 

Library for use of their facilities. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: To keep up with meetings and activities of MJCRSP, check out the unit web site at 
www.localunits.org/MidJefferson.   Please help us to save the cost of a stamp and agree to receive the 
newsletter by email.  Contact Lynne James at lynnej@gt.rr.com or call her at 409.735.6171 and ask to 
be placed on the emailing list! 

Let’s do our part . . .  
 

I hope all of you are planning for the Christmas holidays.  Don't miss our meeting 
in December - The Harmony Exporters will bring our Christmas music program. 

If you were not at our November meeting you missed a very informative 
presentation.  Superintendent Rob Madding and Superintendent Dr. Rodney 
Cavness brought us updates from each district covering enrollment, bond 
progress, proposed bond for PNG, impact of recent legislation, and other items of interest. We also 
discussed the upcoming committee, three Senators and three Representatives, who will study the 
health care issue and make recommendations to the next legislature. 

The  six legislators are Senator Joan Huffman R, Houston; Senator Jane Nelson, R, Flower Mound; 
Senator Craig Estes, R, Wichita Falls; Representative Dan Flynn, R, Van; Representative Trent Ashby, R, 
Lufkin ; and Representative Justin Rodriguez, D, San Antonio.  They have until January 15, 2017, to 
report their findings and make their recommendations.  Hearings will be scheduled and AFT and TRTA 
will represent us at these hearings. 

What can we do?  Write to these  on the committee and let them know how we are and how we will 
be affected by any TRS Care adjustments.  Stay in touch with our local legislators to be aware of who is 
providing input to the committee members.  Most of all, be ALERT.  As former NISD Vocational Director 
Jack Weeren used to say, "Be alert; the world needs more 'lerts.’”  See you December 8th. 
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SPECIAL THANKS to MCT Credit Union and Hebert Library for the use of their facilities  
in preparing our monthly newsletters. 

November meeting highlights 

ROW 1: November hostesses provide  
healthy refreshments; members 
begin the meeting with pledges to 
the flags; President Gail enjoys a 
laugh. Row 2: PNG Superintendent 
Dr. Rodney Cavness and NISD 
Superintendent Rob Madding inform 
members about the status of their 

districts; Carolyn, Donna, Rose, Nellie, and Clara await refreshments; Ted, Zack, Richard, Linda, and Cookie enjoy each 
other’s company. Row 3: Patricia, Dixie, and Linda visit before the business meeting; Helen enlightens members with 
Sweet Potato 101; Linda  gives members tips to avoid charity scams during the holiday season.  

HELEN’S HEALTH TIP: During the holidays, do not forget to include the delicious, nutritious sweet potato, which is 
celebrated with Sweet Potato Awareness Month in November.   

Aetna Medicare Advantage: The time to sign up for the TRS Aetna Medicare Advantage Plan is now approaching  closure. 

Many of you have asked questions about the various options available through the plan, but the most frequent concern is that 
your doctor is not in the plan. Aetna representatives encourage you to contact them if your doctor does not currently participate. 
If you do that, they will contact your doctor and give him/her all the information needed to either join the network or at least 
accept coverage. Otherwise, they are faced with making random contacts state-wide, perhaps missing your doctor! 

Legislative  News from Tim Lee: Recently interim charges were released for the 84th Texas Legislature by 
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick and House Speaker Joe Straus. Texas public education retirees are on the minds of 
our state legislators right now, and much will be accomplished by committees during the interim that impacts your 
livelihood.  In charges to the committees, Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick included the following under the 
Monitoring Charge: “Changes made to the Employment Retirement System regarding member contributions and 
proposed reforms to the Teacher Retirement System of Texas.” At this time, TRTA is not aware of any proposed 
changes to TRS and we do not know what this charge may entail. However, in past sessions, we have faced bills that 
attempt to turn the pension fund from a defined benefit to a defined contribution (401(k)-style) plan. It is always 
important for our members to be aware of the potential for bills such as these to be filed each session. The interim 
before the 2017 session will be very telling as legislative committees meet to discuss the current status of the TRS 
pension fund, which TRTA recently reported has become actuarially unsound in the wake of a dramatic market 
downturn.  TRTA will continue to advocate during the interim to keep the pension fund a defined benefit, as it is the 
only real form of retirement security available to our hard-working public school personnel.  


