
Mid-Jefferson County Retired School Personnel  
September 10, 2013, Meeting Summary 

 
 
The first meeting of the Mid-Jefferson County Retired School Personnel for 2013-2014 was held at the Board 
Room of the West Groves Education Center on Tuesday, September 10, 2013 with 46 members and 4 guests 
present. The meeting was called to order by President Linda Briggs who welcomed recent retirees, guests, and 
members. The invocation was given by Linda Pinner.  Tribute to 9/11 and military veterans was led by Linda 
Briggs, and the Pledges of Allegiance were led by Marie Redding. 
 
 
President Briggs introduced special guests Allan Ritter, Brad Burnett, Brent Weaver, and Port Arthur News 
reporters, District V officers Loretta Morman, Richard Briggs; Linda Briggs District V President.  New retirees 
were introduced by Dana Wasser and Rose Reese.  Officers and committee chairmen were introduced by 
Linda Briggs. 
 
 
Following the covered dish lunch, Gail Krohn introduced the speaker, State Representative Allan Ritter, who 
told some of the decisions made at the 83rd Legislative Session.  Some of the highlights of the session included 
$2.2 billion added to the fund enrollment growth at public schools, and an additional increase of $330 million 
to teachers’ retirement.  House Bill 5 which reduced the amount of high-stakes testing required for high 
school students to graduate from 15 to 5 as well as replacing the “4 by 4” plan which required four years of 
each core subject.  The legislation also passed House Bill 866 which reduces the number of State of Texas 
Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test administered to higher-achieving students in grades 3 
through 8.  Senate Bill 1458 provides a 3 percent cost of living increase for those who retired on or before 
August 31, 2004 – the first cost of living increase in 12 year.  All of these changes couldn’t have happened 
without what started right here.  “You have to stand up and have your voice heard.  Don’t quit.” 
 
 
Following the guest speaker President Briggs called the business meeting in order. The minutes of the May 
2013 meeting were approved by committee. Mary Beth McDuff gave the treasurer’s report which was filed for 
audit. Balance for 8/13/13 is $6,412.44.  Marie Redding made the motion to accept the proposed 2013-2014 
budget with a second by Dana Wasser.  The motion carried. 
 
President Linda Briggs reported her goals for the year to continue successful precedents set by officers and 
membership.  

Committee Reports 
Membership-Dana Wasser reported seven of 46 new retirees were recognized at the meeting.  She requested 
that all members make an effort to reach others and encourage their membership in TRTA.  Four additional 
members who are past retirees have joined.  A total of 219 have joined/renewed.  We expect at least 330 
members for 2013-2014. 
Newsletter-Lynne James reported the newsletter is received by 296/email and 87 through standard mail.  If 
you have an email address and are getting the newsletter by standard mail, please let us know-saves $.46 
every month.  Our website, www.localunits.org/MidJefferson includes now:  announcing program for 
upcoming monthly meeting, current newsletter every month, summary and pictures of last meeting, and 
forms for committee reports.  And will soon include the yearbook.  You can still get yearbook sent to you by 
email - cost-saving issue.  It will be password protected, for privacy, it will be explained in the newsletter, 
complete with how to access it, and the advantage besides cost-saving:  access it from anywhere in the world 
with an internet connection. 

http://www.localunits.org/MidJefferson


Yearbook-Becky Dungan brought attention to the “Change of Contact Information” form on each table so that 
members can easily note any changes they may have in this information from last year.  The form also has two 
columns on which members can indicate if they wish to receive their newsletter and/or yearbook via digital 
format.  Yearbooks will be available at the October meeting. 
Hospitality-Donna Lumpkin introduced her committee and thanked them for the decorations for the meeting.  
She, also, introduced her committee for the up-coming October meeting. 
Health Care-Helen Reynolds reported under new guidelines for healthy meetings, refreshments will be mainly 
low-calorie and low-fat foods in small portions, served with coffee, water, and fruit juices, rather than soft 
drinks.  Each month check the newsletter for a health tip and keep exercising. 
 

Unfinished Business 
Jessie Howard reminded everyone to keep tract of their volunteer hours. 
 

New Business 
 

Announcements 

 TRTA District V Fall Conference on Thursday, October 3, 2013, 9:30 A.M. – 2 P.M., at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 680 Calder, Beaumont 

 Newsletter will be assembled Thursday, September 26, 9:30 A.M., Hebert Library, Port Neches 

 October 8th meeting-Speaker-Gail Shook of Airport Travel 

 October Refreshment Committee:  Linda Harrison, Chairman, Candye Martin, Mary Beth McDuff, 
Beulah Thompson, and Helen Reynolds. 

 
The business meeting adjourned at 1:33P.M 
 
 


